WILL AND PROVIDENCE
I mentioned the influence of character on such decisions, how the lives of outstanding men have been directed more by their own inner nature than by their talents, and I put before him my ideas of genius and character. He nodded immediately when I mentioned genius and substituted the concept of intelligence for it, because he saw that I was constantly referring to his own line of thought.
"I fear that I have not much to say on the question of what constitutes character. You are acquainted, of course, with the modern study of characterology. In the abstract sphere the psychologist distinguishes between the constructive imaginative faculty, the critical faculty, feeling and the will. He divides the activity of the soul into categories. Nowadays people are beginning to look on the life of the spirit as one complete whole. Psychology is becoming concrete."
Because I found this line of thought alien to me, I reverted to the general question of belief in Providence and asked him if he remembered occasions in his earlier life wherein the hand of Providence seemed to have intervened. He answered:
"I know of one case which happened in my childhood days. We were moving from our farm.